KAIROS AGAPE

An outward and visible sign of God’s unconditional love!

KAIROS COOKIES

A big part of the KAIROS 4-day weekend is what we call KAIROS-cookies. These are cookies, which are home baked by the outside community and are brought into the unit for the weekend as a physical sign of our love for the residents. The cookies are a big hit because they are far superior to those baked in the unit, and they symbolize our special love for them. The cookies are also used to begin to get the residents to open up to others in the unit. Each night when our KAIROS activities have finished and the residents have to go back into their non-Christian environment, we give each resident candidate a sack of cookies to share with their fellow residents. On Saturday evening, they are also given a special bag of cookies (usually in a white bag) and they are encouraged to give the cookies to the person in the unit that they need to forgive the most. There are many moving stories about what has happened when the resident gives this special bag of cookies to a one-time enemy.

During the KAIROS 4-day weekend we go through nearly 2,000 dozen cookies. Yes, that's 2,000 dozen. We therefore have a real need for people to bake cookies as special agape for the weekend. The attached sheet has the guidelines regarding the cookie type size, and packaging. Please help us by baking some cookies.

GREEN AGAPE

Another type of agape we need for our KAIROS weekends is what we call "green agape." It costs the KAIROS community about $14,000-$16,000 to put on a weekend. That is over $350.00 per candidate for the weekend. Since the residents are unable to pay, it is up to the team and the outside community to bear the cost of the weekend. If you know of some individuals, churches or businesses that might be inclined to help with some "green agape," please contact them.  If for example a team has 50 members, that’s approx. $300 per team member.  Don’t feel you must bear the cost alone, let others also be blessed by helping also.  Sell $5 meal tickets for a resident, these can add up quickly.
CORRESPONDANCE

General Agape – Posters, banners, place mats for meals, hugs, etc. that are for the whole community on the weekend.

Personal Agape – Non-team letters addressed to “Dear Brother-in-white” or “Dear Brother-in-Christ”, etc.  All should be left unsealed, as each will be checked by the outside Agape team for appropriate expressions of God’s love, Grace, & Forgiveness.

Team Letters – Each team member is requested to write a personal Agape letter to each of the 42 residents who we will be ministering to this weekend.  They must be hand written or hand printed (for the greatest impact).  Please, do not address your letters until Friday evening, as the make-up of the 42 resident’s changes as late as Friday.  The body of the letter should express the Love of Jesus, the Joy of knowing Him as friend and brother, etc.  Remember that the “Letters to the Corinthians” has already been written & historically, it is the little things that affect these men the most.  Once you’ve added the “Dear John” (and extra comments) you will address & seal the envelopes and turn them in Saturday morning in alphabetical order to the outside Agape team.

We suggest you finish off all but your one or two sponsorees (six to eight if assigned to a table) as you will be praying for, sponsoring, and/or in direct contact with some residents and thus, want to say a few special words in their letter (shows you have been listening and care).  When you begin, get two or three of the same pens & bring them with you when you come to the weekend so that the greeting at the top and the content of the letter will look the same.  We are not allowed to give them anything other than words of encouragement; so, no stickers, pins, buttons or bows.  Colorful paper however is encouraged.

PRAYER

Finally, and most importantly, please pray for us on the team, for our brothers and sisters in this ministry who give us so much support, and especially for our brothers and sisters in white (residents). They are God's children too, He loves them just as much as He does us, and it is not too late for them to answer His call to whatever He has intended them to be.

